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JOHN I. ZARIT, M.D.
President, Colorado State Medical Society
and
DOUGLAS MCHENDRIE
President, Colorado Bar Association
Recent years have seen a constant increase in personal injury
litigation, growth in the field of workmen's compensation, and in-
creasing resort to medical opinion for scientific evaluation of facts
in other types of criminal and civil proceedings. This has meant an
expansion of the areas in which the professional activities of doctors
and lawyers merge. While the relations between our two profes-
sions in Colorado have remained generally excellent, there have
been occasions when lack of appreciation by a member of the one
profession of the problems, methods and objectives of the other has
resulted in friction, to the detriment of the patients and clients
served by both.
The Colorado State Medical Society and The Colorado Bar As-
sociation are dedicated to eliminating these instances, through con-
tinuing cooperation and mutual understanding. To this end we
commend to our members the Interprofessional Code jointly adopt-
ed by the two organizations in 1958, and urge adherence to its pre-
cepts. No better general guide to the doctor-lawyer professional re-
lationship could be found than the basic principles of this Code,
which are an acknowledgment of the essential worth and dignity of
the services of the two professions and a recognition that each pro-
fession can serve best through an enlightened and tolerant under-
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